
DRUG
RELATED LITTER

What to do if you find
discarded needles
or syringes

What is Drug Related Litter?

Drug related litter is the term used for the waste that
a small number of drug users leave after injecting.
Normally it comprises of needles and syringes.

What are the risks from drug  
related litter?

• Drug related litter can carry infections
including hepatitis and HIV.

• Exposed sharp objects also put people and
animals at risk of injury.

What to do if you find drug
related litter?

• DO NOT TOUCH THE EQUIPMENT

• DO NOT attempt to pick up or move needles
or syringes.

• DO telephone Bridgend County Borough
Council on 01656 643443, who will either
collect the litter or advise you what to
do next.

What to do in the event of an  
injury by a needle?

• DON’T PANIC

• DO NOT SUCK THE WOUND

• Encourage it to bleed

• Clean the wound with soap and water

• Cover the wound with a plaster or dressing

• Seek medical help immediately

• Remember that the risk of infection from a
discarded needle is low, but you do need to be
seen by a medic.

Where is drug related
litter found?

Drug related litter can be found anywhere,
including in attics, on waste-land and in
the street.

Drug related litter causes a lot of concerns for
communities when it is found near places where
children play.

• Drug related litter is caused by a
SMALL MINORITY of people

• Needle exchange schemes in Bridgend,
where people return old needles and
receive clean ones, are well used and the
vast majority of needles which are handed
out are returned.

Useful Telephone Numbers

• Bridgend County Borough Council can
provide you with advice and information
on services available locally on
01656 643643

• Safer Bridgend are here to deal with issues
that affect your community including
anti-social behaviour – 01656 679935

• Ring Crimestoppers if you want to report a
crime on 0800 555111

• You can get help with a drug or alcohol
problem 24 hours a day by ringing
DAN 24/7 on 0800 633 5588

This leaflet has been produced by Safer Bridgend and Bridgend Substance Misuse
Action Team in response to concerns raised by members of the community.
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